
Hammering wood together to 
build a tree house

Creating sculptures through the 
art of glassblowingMelting butter for popcornGlass breaking

Spoiling food was left out of the 
refrigeratorRusting bicycleFreezing chocolate-covered 

bananas for a snack

Squeezing oranges to make 
orange juiceCorroding metalBurning toast

Mixing lemonade powder into 
waterBleaching your hairPlants using photosynthesis

Frying an eggCutting grassWater evaporating from a pond

Your body breaking down your 
food into nutrientsPouring milk on your cerealSeparating sand from gravel

Chemical ChangePhysical Change
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Two Ways to Change Sort Cards:

Name:___________________________
Date:___________________________

Class:___________________________Building Blocks of Physical Science

A melting ice sculpture, a spectacular bonfire, a cake baking in the oven, an explosion . . 
. all of these involve changes in matter. Some are physical changes (changes in shape, 
color, or state) and others are chemical changes (changes involving chemical reac-
tions). Which are which?

Directions: Cut apart and sort each scenario card by whether it represents a physical 
change or a chemical change. Be ready to explain and justify your choices. 


